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I have to admit, writing this weekõs Link article is a bit of an odd moment for me. As the past 

nine years of Motherõs Day Links will show, it has become a bit of a tradition that my sister, 

Hannah, writes these Motherõs Day pieces. (All you long-time Link readers know what Iõm 

talking about.) So, imagine my shock and trepidation when my sister, in the throes of writing-

up graduate work in anticipation of her dissertation, asked me to take up the mantel. Well, 

here goes. Just donõt expect anything too saccharine.  

I think that all of us intrinsically understand the value that our mothers provide, but have you 

noticed that if you ask someone to write down or discuss exactly what mothers do things al-

ways end up a bité off? Generic? Canned? Uninspired? The work and toil and faith and fear 

and tears and love are all subsumed in our discourses on motherhood. Thatõs  the lot that 

many ð if not most ð mothers face: being relegated to catch-allõs like òYeah of course she does 

that, thatõs my momó or òThatõs just what moms do.ó Being a mom is just what the Hallmark 

channel (not even to mention the cards) show mothers doing? Thatõs how motherhood works, 

right?  

It has to be said that there is something to these generalizations and itõs not wrong to be in-

formed by them on Motherõs Day. I live in Chicago now ð credit to my parents for much of 

my success ð and one of the things I always am pleasantly surprised by when walking down 

the street is the universality of motherhood, of family. I can see innumerable families just 

walking down the street and every mother will be caring for their children similarly. Caress-

ing, nurturing, sometimes cajoling, but always striving to ensure that their children are excel-

ling and cared for; these characteristics can be seen in every mother. Itõs a thing that never 

ceases to invoke a sense of wonder in me. 

But that said, I want to challenge everyone to do more than just generalize about your mom 

on Motherõs Day. Instead of stepping back, lean in. Get close to your memories instead of just 

grouping them into a faded mental box labelled òMom Things.ó These events informed and 

shaped your present, so donõt take that for granted. Instead, take those memories out of their 

box, out of their wrapping and examine them closely. Remember how your motherõs smile 

flashed in the sun while she played with you while you were young. Examine her demeanor 

on the longer days of your youth ð not your days but, hers ð where she gave it her all and still 

summoned up more to give. Reflect on how she looked during the grander moments of your 

life, be it when you graduated, got married, received First Communion, or just gave her some 

dinky watercolor you just made in art class. These wider moments definitely can be grouped 

into òMom Thingsó and relegated to a card. But they shouldnõt be. Theyõre more important 

and all-encompassing to you and your motherõs life together for that. 

 

Motherõs Day, continued on page two. 
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Looking for a Tutor for your Middle School Student?  

Mrs. Pat Bengert is offering to tutor middle school grammar, composition or literary analysis 

at her home this summer.  If you are interested, please feel free to call her at 465-7172. 

2018-2019 Diocese of Gary Tuition Assistance Applications 

The Diocese of Gary would like to announce that tuition assistance applica-

tions for the 2018-2019 school year are available. FACTS Management will 

continue to provide and process our tuition assistance applications. 

The applications are only online at the Diocesan website, www.dcgary.org. 

You will find the application by clicking on the Schools tab and then clicking 

on the blue rectangle labeled Tuition Assistance Application. There are no 

paper applications. The regular application has reopened. 

Tuition assistance is only open to Catholic families who are registered members of parishes 

within the Diocese of Gary. You may complete an application if you have children entering 

grades kindergarten through 12. Preschool students are not eligible for tuition assistance. 

There is a $27 fee per family to apply. If you need help with the application, FACTS will have 

an email address, phone number, and chat line on the application website for customer ser-

vice. 

SPCS Advisory Council Applications  

Parents, prayerfully consider applying for one of the open positions on the School Advisory 

Council. The SPCS Advisory Council meets once a month with the principal, Jane Scupham, 

and our pastor, Fr. Doug (for next school year) to discuss the status of each of the committees 

and happenings in the school.  The stated mission is to provide a high caliber Catholic educa-

tion at a reasonable cost within the boundaries of the parish subsidy and the schoolõs budget. 

If you have questions concerning the Council and its vital role in the life of the school, feel 

free to talk to any current Council members or Mrs. Scupham.  Application forms went home 

in last weekõs white envelopes. Applications are due to the office by Monday, May 14 th.   

The yearbooks have arrived and will be distributed shortly to students who purchased them. There is a lim-

ited supply of extra yearbooks available for purchase, first come, first served. The books can be reserved 

through the school office. Checks should be made payable to SPCS. Thank you to everyone who sent in 

photos! Any problems, contact Natalia Cox, 707-7253 
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Well, I guess I did end up getting a bit saccharine there. Sorry about that ð I suppose it comes 

with the territory. Letõs not let Motherõs Day become rote (even if it was invented by greeting 

card companies). Instead letõs live the lessons we learned from our mothers. Letõs give back as 

they gave to us. Letõs listen as they did. Letõs put the warmth and compassion to work that 

they always showed us.  

Take the love your mother gave and continues to give, crafting it into a worldview that in-

forms all your choices and growth as a human being instead of just a simple Motherõs Day 

card. But definitely get her a card, too. 

Will Scupham, SPCS õ06; Valparaiso University, B.A. õ14 (Christ College Scholar); University of Chica-

go, M.A.P.S.S. ô16 
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